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Our Mission 
 
Earthwatch engages people worldwide in scientific field research and 
education to promote the understanding and action necessary for a 
sustainable environment. 
 
We believe that achieving a sustainable future requires objective 
scientific data from the field—and that the scientific process must engage 
the general public if it is to change the world. To that end, we involve 
people from all walks of life directly in global field research. 
 
We invite you to join us. 
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Dear Earthwatcher,  

Welcome to Earthwatch! We greatly appreciate your decision to contribute to important hands-on environmental 
science and conservation. As an Earthwatch volunteer, you have the opportunity to create positive change for our 
world while having a life-changing experience. Each year we send thousands of people just like you into the field 
to understand and help an array of species, habitats, and cultures on approximately 85 research projects in more 
than 40 countries. These projects focus on: Sustainable Management of Natural Resources, Climate Change, 
Oceans, and Sustainable Cultures.  

We place the highest priority on the health and safety of all those involved in our activities anywhere in the 
world. Although risk is an inherent part of the environments in which we work, careful risk management and 
diligent planning means all participants can have safe, educational, and inspirational Earthwatch experiences. 
Our dedicated Field Management team works around the clock to assess and manage the risks of conducting field 
research in a variety of locations and conditions. We’ve been providing safe experiences for more than 35 years, 
so you’re in good hands.  

To keep Earthwatch teams safe and happy, we require all expedition participants prepare for their experience 
by reading this Expedition Briefing and completing a number of volunteer forms, which vary by expedition 
and by regional Earthwatch office. Volunteers signing up through the US office can find the forms online at 
http://www.earthwatch.org/volforms. Volunteers signing up through Earthwatch offices in the UK, Australia, 
or Japan should contact those offices at the information listed below for more information. 

It is essential that you carefully read your Expedition Briefing, which includes important logistical 
information such as instructions for reaching the project site, what to pack, where your team will stay, what 
immunizations you need, how to physically prepare for your expedition, entry requirements for the project 
country, and more. Your Briefing also explains the research being conducted on the project, why it’s important, 
and what role you’ll play as an Earthwatch volunteer.  

If you have questions as you prepare for your expedition, contact the appropriate Earthwatch office:  
Australia Office   Japan Office  UK Office   US Office 
T: +61 (0) 3-9682-6828  T: +81-(0) 3-3511-3360 T: +44 (0) 1865-318-838  T: +1 800-776-0188 
earth@earthwatch.org  info@earthwatch.jp info@earthwatch.org.uk  info@earthwatch.org 

Well prepared volunteers are better able to enjoy the unique and exciting experiences that an Earthwatch 
expedition offers, and are also a greater help to the scientists’ important work. Most expeditions do not require 
prior experience. Volunteers who are attentive and open-minded, can work in a team environment, and are eager 
to learn will be most successful. Your expedition may have fitness requirements, so please review the Project 
Conditions section. Those with photography and film skills are encouraged to share media from the expedition 
with Earthwatch.  

Thank you for your support, and enjoy your expedition!  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Anne T. Ogilvie 
Acting International Director of Field Management  
 
PS: Upon returning from your expedition, you will receive an email welcoming you back and asking you to fill 
out an online Expedition Evaluation. Please take the time to complete this evaluation in order to help us improve 
the Earthwatch experience. Your feedback is appreciated!  
 



 

February 23, 2009 

 
 

 

EXPEDITION UPDATE: 
Puerto Rico’s Rainforest 

Teams IV & V 
 
 
February 23, 2009 
 
 
Dear Earthwatch Volunteer, 
 
Please note the corrected rendezvous dates and time below regarding your team rendezvous at the San Juan 
International Airport. These dates and time replace those found in the Rendezvous section of your printed 
Expedition Briefing.  
 
Team IV:  June 19, 2009   
Team V:  August 1, 2009 
 
Time: 3:30 p.m. 
 
 
If you have questions as you prepare for your expedition, contact the appropriate Earthwatch office:  

Australia Office   Japan Office  UK Office   US Office 

T: +61 (0) 3-9682-6828  T: +81-(0)3-3511-3360 T: +44 (0) 1865-318-831  T: +1 800-776-0188 

earth@earthwatch.org  info@earthwatch.jp info@earthwatch.org.uk  info@earthwatch.org 

mailto:earth@earthwatch.org
mailto:info@earthwatch.jp
mailto:info@earthwatch.org.uk
mailto:info@earthwatch.org
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Tropic Ventures Research and Education Foundation 
A Puerto Rican Non-Profit Corporation 

 
Las Casas de la Selva 
HC 63 Box 3879 
Patillas 
P.R. 00723-9643 
Tel: 787 839 7318 
E Mail: 3t@eyeontherainforest.org 
 

Dear Earthwatch Volunteer, 

Welcome to the Puerto Rico’s Rainforest expedition, part of the Las Casas de la Selva tropical rainforest enrichment 
and sustainable forestry project on the beautiful Caribbean island of Puerto Rico. By joining us this year you will 
be helping the project staff assess the results of 25 years of research into the sustainable use of tropical rainforest 
land and the impact of our forestry work on rainforest ecology. You will also help study our magnificent lizard 
and frog population. The data collected will help us plan for the future, decide how to best expand our research, 
what to try next, and how to become better stewards of our rainforest biome. 

On arrival our staff will teach you to carry out the tasks needed to help us. These involve measuring trees, 
counting lizards or frogs, helping tag and identify vine species, or helping set new experimental plots for 
different tree and shrub species. In the process, you will hike through beautiful, tropical rainforest areas, 
sometimes climbing up steep hillsides, and sometimes following fast flowing rivers. You will have the chance to 
join a night expedition into the forest to help count coqui frogs. In your recreational time you will be able to enjoy 
hikes (if you still have the energy), take a dip in one of our rivers, take part in some forest related craft activities, 
use the project library to learn more about the ecology of the area, or just relax and enjoy an area of rainforest 
land that very few other people have had a chance to visit (our site is well off the beaten track). There will also be 
opportunities to take a salsa dance class and experience the local culture and cuisine. 

The project is, for the most part, physically demanding. The site is on steep slopes and in some places the 
undergrowth is thick. Long-sleeved shirts, long pants, and boots with good tread are a must. The forest itself is 
very safe with no poisonous snakes and very few poisonous insects--and to date we have not seen the legendary 
Chupacabra!  

Be prepared for rain to stop work and play; the weather is totally unpredictable and in very heavy rain, 
clambering up and down the wet slopes is both difficult and would damage the land. Also be prepared to 
exercise not only your body, but also your patience. In some areas it may take you quite a while to locate the 
species we are looking for, or you may have to sit and wait out a heavy downpour – welcome to the world of field 
research! 

In the afternoons you’ll return to comfortable accommodations, a hot shower, some presentations, fun and games, 
good meals, and magical evenings listening to the coquis calling through the night. 

We very much look forward to welcoming you here, 

Thrity (“3t”) Vakil, Mark Nelson, Molly Robertson,  
Principal Investigators 
And all the staff at Las Casas de la Selva 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
 PROJECT TITLE: Puerto Rico’s Rainforest  

 PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR (S): 1) Dr. Mark Nelson 
  2) Thrity “3T” Vakil 
  3) Molly Robertson 

1) Chairman, Institute of Ecotechnics; Vice Chairman, 
Global Ecotechnics Corporation 
2) Project Director, Tropic Ventures; 
Director, Tropic Ventures Education & Research 
Foundation 
3) Biology Student, UC Santa Barbara 
 

RESEARCH SITE:  Las Casas de la Selva,  Patillas, Puerto Rico  

 

 EXPEDITION DATES: Team IV: 6/19 – 6/28/09  Teen Team* 
  Team V: 8/01 – 8/10/09  Teen Team* 
   

 EXPEDITION LENGTH: 10 days 

  9 days 

   

 TEAM SIZE MINIMUM/MAXIMUM: 6/12 volunteers  

 MINIMUM AGE OF PARTICIPATION: 16 years of age on Teams IV and V.   

 

*Note: Teams IV and V are Earthwatch Teen Teams and are reserved for participants 16 – 17 years of age. 
Volunteers on these teams receive this specialized Expedition Briefing. To learn more about Earthwatch 
Institute’s Teen Teams, visit www.earthwatch.org. It may also be possible for 16- and 17-year-olds to participate 
on standard teams if accompanied by a parent or guardian. Contact Earthwatch for more information and see 
Section 9 ‘Before You Leave’ for traveling advice for minors.  
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VOLUNTEER FORMS OVERVIEW 
 

All Earthwatch expedition participants are required to read and complete a number of volunteer forms. Some of 
these forms are used to ensure your safety in the field, to inform Earthwatch and project staff of your current 
health and fitness as they pertain to your expedition, to notify Earthwatch and project staff of your travel plans, 
etc. These forms must be filled out and returned to Earthwatch AFTER you sign up for an expedition. Other 
forms are for your reference and will inform you of certain Earthwatch policies and resources. You do not need to 
return these forms. See the letter at the front of this Briefing to learn how to get the forms you need to return; 
volunteer forms vary by Earthwatch office. 

The details below apply ONLY to volunteers signing up for this expedition through the US Earthwatch office. 

Volunteer forms are available at http://www.earthwatch.org/volforms. Instructions for completing your forms 
are included on this web page. However, you may not need to complete all of the forms listed online. Please see 
below for a list of the specific forms required for this expedition.  

Note: It is very important that you read and understand both your Expedition Briefing and the volunteer forms 
listed below. 

Volunteers Forms to be Returned to Earthwatch 

Please complete and return the following forms to Earthwatch:  

• A: Personal Profile 
• B: Health Form  
• C: Travel Details Form 
• D: Liability Release  
 
How to return your forms: Forms B, D, and W4 (if required) require written signatures and must therefore be 
printed out and signed. All other forms may be filled out electronically. You may return your forms to 
Earthwatch by mail, fax (+1 978-461-2332 for US volunteers), or email (forms requiring signatures may be scanned 
and emailed). If you mail hard copies of your forms to Earthwatch, please do not staple them together and be sure 
to keep a copy of each form for your records. Please see the welcome letter at the start of this briefing for full 
Earthwatch contact information.  

Deadline for form submission: Your volunteer forms must be completed and returned to Earthwatch no later 
than 60 days prior to your expedition.  

If you sign up within 60 days of your expedition: If signing up to participate within 60 days of an expedition’s 
start date, please complete each form to the best of your ability and send them to Earthwatch immediately. Please 
note the date of your doctor’s appointment on Form B: Health Form.  You will need to resend Form B: Health 
Form after having it completed and signed by your doctor. 
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Earthwatch Institute Policies &  

Participant Rights and Responsibilities 
(Revised October 10, 2008) 

 
This document contains important information concerning Earthwatch Institute (EW) policies and Participant rights 
and responsibilities for inclusion on an Earthwatch expedition. Please read this document thoroughly and sign and 
return the release forms that have been provided to you (either online or by mail from your regional Earthwatch 
office) to indicate that you understand the risks inherent to your expedition and the policies, rights, and 
responsibilities enumerated in this document. You will not be permitted to partake in an expedition until 
Earthwatch has received the signed release form. 
 
Contents: 
1. Consent to Inherent Risks 
2. Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) 
3. Sexuality, Sexual Behaviour, and Drug and Alcohol Policies 

• Fraternization 
• Sexual Harassment 
• Drugs 
• Alcohol Policy 

4. Recreational Time 
5. In the Event of an Emergency: “Good Samaritan” Actions 
6. Participants and Driving 
7. Right of Refusal 
8. Removal from an Expedition 
9. Responsible Behavior  

• Cultural and Community Interactions 
• Sustainable Field Practices 

 
 
1. Consent to Inherent Risks 
 
An Earthwatch expedition can be an enjoyable, enlightening, and potentially life-changing experience, but some 
of the characteristics that may make an expedition attractive to you may also put you or your property at risk. All 
true expedition work involves a degree of risk which varies from expedition to expedition. The expedition Briefing 
describes some of the foreseeable inherent risks involved in the activities that you are choosing to participate in. 
You must review and consider these risks carefully before signing and returning the Liability Release and 
accepting a Participant position. By signing the Liability Release, you are accepting the potential consequences of 
these risks. The conditions present for field research projects, many of which take place in remote areas of the 
world, include limited access to emergency and health services and limited or nonexistent communication 
facilities or other local infrastructure or services. Participants on Earthwatch Institute expeditions experience the 
whole range of climate, terrain and temperature extremes, bivouac living, physical work and other potential 
hazards including (but not limited to) political instability, war, transport difficulties and risks such as lack of 
vehicular safety standards commonly found in developed countries (for example, the absence of seatbelts) and 
increased incidence and severity of vehicular accidents, strikes, sickness, quarantine, natural disasters, wildlife 
behaviour and movements and other forces beyond the control of Earthwatch Institute and its associates. 
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2. Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) 
 
It is permissible to share photos, videos, and stories of your expedition with family, friends, local media, and in a 
public forum. Sharing your new perspectives and experiences is welcomed and encouraged. 
 
However, please recognize that all information, data, and images shared or gathered during the research portion 
of your expedition become the intellectual property of the Principal Investigator (PI). Co-opting or plagiarizing 
data, images or information gathered during an expedition for use in a scientific thesis, masters or Ph.D. work, for 
profit, or for the academic or business use of a third party without the permission of the PI is strictly prohibited. 
Please be aware that data gathered during interviews of local people becomes the intellectual property of the PI. 
Principal Investigators have the right to place additional restrictions on your ability to share data or images. 
 
Conversely, a PI may give written permission to use data and images for academic or profitable activity. Please 
be sure to ask what is acceptable to the PI. 
 
3. Sexuality, Sexual Behaviour, and Drug and Alcohol Policies 
 
EW does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, ethnicity, sex, gender identity, or sexual orientation, and 
respects Participants’ right to privacy. However, Participants must be aware that sexual behaviour and/or open 
displays of their sexual orientation and/or gender identity may offend or clash with the sensibilities of local 
residents in an expedition’s area of operations, and may even potentially violate local laws. 
 
Further, Participants must remember that their actions have impacts on fellow Participants, on the PI and the 
research team, and on local partners, and could, in certain contexts, result in an uncomfortable, hostile and/or 
unproductive work environment. 
 
To ensure enjoyable and productive work conditions and smooth relations with local peoples, EW has defined the 
following code of conduct. Beyond practicing cultural sensitivity and showing common courtesy, please be mindful 
of the following limitations. 
 
Fraternization 
PIs, Earthwatch staff, research staff, their colleagues, and their associates are prohibited from becoming 
romantically or sexually involved with Participants during the entire duration of the period that the team is in the 
field. 
 
Sexual Harassment 
Sexual harassment of Participants by the PI, research staff, or EW staff is prohibited. Likewise, sexual 
harassment of the PI, research staff, fellow Participants, EW staff, or local peoples by Participants is also 
prohibited. 
 
Sexual harassment infringes on an individual’s right to an environment free from unsolicited and unwelcome 
sexual overtones or conduct, either verbal or physical. Sexual harassment does not mean occasional 
compliments of a socially acceptable nature. Sexual harassment refers to conduct which is offensive, which 
harms morale, or which interferes with the effectiveness of EW expedition teams; such conduct is prohibited. 
Lewd or vulgar remarks, suggestive comments, displaying derogatory posters, cartoons or drawings, pressure for 
dates or sexual favours and unacceptable physical contact or exposure are examples of what can constitute 
harassment. No one should be touched in areas that otherwise would be covered by a bathing suit. It is important 
to realize that what may not be offensive to you may be offensive to your fellow Participants, the local population, 
EW staff members, or the PI. 
 
Any individual who feels subject to sexual harassment or has any knowledge of such behaviour should report it at 
once to his or her PI or to EW staff members. All PIs and Field Team Leaders (FTLs) will notify EW immediately 
when an accusation of sexual harassment or abuse is made or when such behaviour is witnessed. 
 
 



 

Earthwatch Institute, 3 Clock Tower, Suite 100, Box 75, Maynard MA USA 01754-0075. 
US Fax: +1 978 461 2332 

 
 
All reports of sexual harassment will be handled with discretion and will be promptly and thoroughly investigated. 
Any Participant who is found to have engaged in conduct constituting sexual harassment will be removed from his 
or her expedition. 
 
Drugs 
The manufacture, possession, use, purchase and/or sale of illegal drugs as defined by Australia, Japan, the 
United Kingdom, the United States and the host country of the expedition, is strictly forbidden while working or 
participating on an EW expedition. Prescription drugs may only be purchased and used by the individual indicated 
on the prescription, in keeping with the intended-use guidelines and local laws in the area of the expedition. 
 
Alcohol Policy 
Participants in EW expeditions must comply with the law of the country in which a project is located regarding the 
minimum age required to consume alcohol. In addition, restrictions on the use, possession, sale, or purchase of 
alcohol may be set by the PI or Earthwatch staff. Any restrictions on the consumption of alcohol should be clearly 
outlined by the project staff in the briefing to participants at the start of the project, and in the expedition briefing. 
 
Local statutes, customs, practices, ordinances, and regulations with regard to the use, possession, sale, or 
purchase of alcohol are applicable to all participants in EW expeditions. 
 
Note: Any and all 16-20 year old Participants on Earthwatch Teen Teams or Family Teams are NOT permitted to 
consume or possess alcohol, regardless of local law. 
 
Excessive consumption of alcohol by staff or participants is not acceptable on any Earthwatch expedition. 
Intoxication can jeopardize personal safety, in addition to the safety of the team. It can also cause delay, and 
hinder response in the event of a crisis or emergency situation. 
 
EW staff and the PI have the discretion to remove individuals from the project who consume alcohol in a time and 
manner that endangers the safety and/or productivity of the expedition. 
 
4. Recreational Time 
 
Earthwatch has a duty of care for the health and safety of Participants from the rendezvous to the end of the 
expedition. For days when no research activities are scheduled, referred to as recreational days, Earthwatch will 
offer either a planned team activity or a range of recreational activities that have been vetted and comply with 
Earthwatch standards. Participants will also have the option of remaining at the project accommodations to rest. 
Participants who are determined to pursue options other than those recommended by the project staff will be 
required to sign a release before doing so. If there is a period of time during a regular research day when no 
research activities are scheduled, Participants may have the opportunity to leave the project site on their own; 
they will be asked to sign out of the project giving their intended destination. Not appearing for the next scheduled 
activity will trigger the Emergency Response Plan (ERP) regarding missing people. Earthwatch will determine the 
relative safety of Participants leaving the project site on their own at night after work hours. In some cases, due to 
local conditions, it may be advisable to restrict Participants to the project accommodations after dark. This will be 
clearly communicated in all project materials and reinforced in the on-site safety briefing. However, if the local 
conditions are such that Participants can go out at night under their own responsibility there will be a sign-out 
process through which participants will state their proposed destination and estimated return time. Participants will 
be given 24 hour contact information for field staff should assistance be needed. The sign-out is informational only 
and will not be used to enforce a curfew on Participants. Participants should understand that unless contacted for 
help, field staff will not start a search for a missing Participant unless they fail to appear the following morning or 
for the next scheduled research activity. 
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5. In the Event of an Emergency: Good Samaritan Actions 
 
In the event of emergencies, judgments must be made by PIs, EWI staff, and Participants. While EW makes an 
effort to ensure that qualified people make the most informed decisions possible, occasionally first aid must be 
administered and other immediate steps taken by expedition participants who are not officially certified to make 
these decisions. 
 
Each EW expedition has safety protocols and emergency procedures in place. However, in rare, unforeseeable 
emergency situations, EW does not restrict participants (the PI, staff, and Participants) from exercising their best 
judgment with regard to their own safety. EW does not restrict ‘‘Good Samaritan’’ actions, or actions taken to 
assist fellow participants during emergency situations in the field. However, EW neither encourages nor expects 
you to jeopardize your own safety or that of others in attempting to rescue or assist your fellow team members. 
 
6. Participants and Driving 
 
Participants are not allowed to drive project vehicles or aircraft during an expedition. In select circumstances, 
Participants may be able to drive boats under direct supervision by project staff. These circumstances are 
predetermined by project staff in collaboration with Earthwatch. Participants must respect the restrictions for boat 
driving in place for each project. 
 
If a project environment is such that Participants can drive their own vehicles to the rendezvous, those who have 
driven themselves to the project may not drive their own vehicles to, from, or for project activities, including the 
transport of project equipment. 
 
Participants who have driven themselves to the project may choose to use their own vehicle during recreational 
time, but project staff must brief them on the driving restrictions and advise Participants that all driving during 
recreational time is done at their own risk. 
 
Participants are actively discouraged from driving other Participants during recreational time. Riding in another 
Participant’s vehicle is done at the Participants’ own risk. Riding in other Participants’ vehicles is not covered 
under the Participants’ insurance policy for the expedition. 
 
Please be advised that the only exception to the above restrictions is emergency situations. 
 
 
7. Right of Refusal 
 
EW reserves the right to refuse an applicant’s participation on EW projects. Earthwatch and the project staff may 
not refuse a Participant for discriminatory reasons (race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, etc.). Earthwatch will 
make every reasonable effort to accommodate participants with disabilities and the organization endeavours to 
find appropriate expeditions for those participants who have physical limitations. Refusal of a participant is an 
unusual event and is generally due to either an applicant’s failure to meet the health requirements of a particular 
expedition, or in the interest of team efficiency.  
 
Project and field staff have the right to refuse special requests, such as media visits (film, photography or print), 
special groups or teams (students, donors, etc.), if they conflict with project schedules, safety, research objectives 
or general performance of the team. 
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8. Removal from the Expedition 
 
Any Participant found in violation of any of the policies described in this document (“Earthwatch Institute Policies 
& Participant Rights and Responsibilities”) is subject to removal from the team. By signing the “Liability Release” 
form, participants are indicating that they have read and understand these policies. Removal of a Participant from 
a team is at the discretion of the PI and EW staff. In addition, EW will support the right of the scientist to send 
Participants away from a project once in the field should their behaviour compromise the safety, research 
objectives or general performance of the team, or if the Participant has violated a stated policy.  
 
9. Responsible Behaviour 
 
Cultural and Community Interactions 
Earthwatch is committed to working closely with communities. Participants and project staff are encouraged to 
engage and interact with local communities wherever possible. Our aim is to support projects which leave a 
lasting legacy with local communities and which form partnerships with local organizations.  
 
Being culturally sensitive is important when visiting a foreign country. Patience, good humour, an acceptance of 
differences, using common sense, and showing respect will help visitors enjoy cultural differences and make them 
part of a rich experience wherever they travel. Participants are often guests of the country and as such are 
obliged to consider the culture of the local people and minimize disturbance to their daily routine. Racism and 
other forms of prejudice will not be tolerated on any Earthwatch project. After consultation with Earthwatch staff, 
Participants who display racist or other discriminatory behavior will be asked to leave the expedition. 
 
Earthwatch stresses the need for responsible behavior and common courtesy when travelling, particularly in rural 
areas. When in doubt about what may cause offense when working in areas you are not familiar with, be sure to 
ask your PI or Earthwatch field staff. Try wherever possible to learn and respect the local customs and 
appropriate dress codes before you join the team as being involved with the local community is one of the rare 
privileges of joining an Earthwatch project. Be aware of the natural curiosity that your presence will create and be 
mindful not to impose your own cultural beliefs or value systems on the people you meet and the places you visit. 
 
Particular sensitivity is required when it comes to photography and gifts. Earthwatch expeditions feature many 
authentic encounters with local communities and the opportunities for photography or video are endless, but it is 
important to always ask permission before taking photos. Many local people find being photographed or 
videotaped intrusive or even threatening, so always ask your PI or field staff if it would be appropriate. When it 
comes to gifts, please ask the advice of the PI or field staff as to the type and value of the gift in order to avoid 
any embarrassment or the creation of unrealistic expectations within the community.  
 
Sustainable Field Practices 
As an environmental organisation, Earthwatch recognizes our leadership role in conducting activities as 
responsible stewards of the social and physical environment and using our resources to promote social and 
environmental awareness, local action, and global thinking. 
 
Every attempt should be made to minimize your impact on the environment you are working in. Please avoid 
leaving any litter or non-natural waste. Be aware of the risks of fires and follow directions of the field staff when it 
comes to camping in order to avoid creating a larger impact than is necessary. Be particularly mindful of using 
any rivers, streams or wells as the local communities may be dependent on those as vital sources of drinking 
water. When in doubt ask the field staff. 
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PAYMENT POLICY  

Sign up one hundred twenty (120) days or more prior to 
team departure: A minimum $300 deposit is required to 
reserve a place on a project. The balance of payment is 
due one hundred twenty (120) days prior to team 
departure.  

Sign up between sixty (60) and one hundred nineteen 
(119) days prior to team departure: Full contribution 
required to reserve a place on a project.  

TRANSFER, CANCELLATION & REFUND POLICY  

Cancellation between 60-119 days of the expedition start date 
will result in 50% of your total contribution being retained by 
Earthwatch. You then have the option to refund the remainder, 
transfer it to another expedition, or apply it towards your 
Expedition Fund.  

If you cancel more than 120 days prior to your expedition's start 
date, Earthwatch will apply the $300 initial deposit either toward 
another expedition of your choice or to an Expedition Fund.  

You may transfer from one expedition to another without penalty 
up to 120 days before your expedition begins, after which time 
our cancellation policy applies.  

Cancellation within 59 days of the expedition start date 
will result in 100% of your contribution being retained 
by Earthwatch. Under no circumstances is a refund 
available to those who cancel within 59 days of their 
start date. Trip cancellation insurance is available at an 
additional cost and is strongly recommended.  

Earthwatch memberships are non-refundable as they are 

considered a charitable gift. Additional donations made beyond 

the minimum contribution are also non-refundable and are 

considered a charitable gift to Earthwatch Institute. 

Note: Any funds retained due to late cancellation are 
utilized to support expedition field research and will 
be considered a charitable gift to Earthwatch 
Institute.  

Sign up less than fifty-nine (59) days prior to team 
departure: Full payment is required to reserve a place 
on a project. As funds must be sent directly to the 
project at this stage, the contribution is non-refundable 
unless due to Principal Investigator or Earthwatch 
Institute (EW) refusal (see Earthwatch Institute Policies-
document D). Trip cancellation insurance is 
recommended. You are advised to check flight 
availability prior to payment.  

The main additional costs will be your transportation expenses to 
and from the rendezvous site, as listed in the expedition guide. 
This means that airfares are not covered in the contribution. 
Additional costs may include passports, visas, airport taxes, and 
the costs of any side trips made during time off from the project. 
Some projects have additional in-country travel costs to reach the 
project site. Ask your Expedition Coordinator if this is relevant to 
your project.  

COSTS NOT INCLUDED  

Financial Terms & Conditions
 

Some terms and conditions may apply only to volunteers signing up 
through the US office; please contact your regional Earthwatch office in 

Australia, Japan, the UK, or the US with any questions. 
 

PROJ ECT COST 
The price of each project, which we call your contribution, for each 
team may vary according to team dates so please check prior to 
making your reservation. On average projects range from $700 to 
$4,500, excluding airfares (see below). 

Through a unique method of funding, 100 percent of your 
contribution is used to support research and exploration 
sponsored by Earthwatch Institute. By balancing costs across our 
program, we are able to assist research that would not be self-
supporting. Depending on the size and needs of your team, 
roughly 50 percent goes to field costs: 34 percent to advance 
planning, reconnaissance, team recruitment, and logistical 
support: and 16 percent is used for administrative backup, 
communications, and post-expedition follow-up.  

METHOD OF PAYMENT  

To hold a space on a team, you must submit a non-
refundable $300 deposit with your reservation (full 
contribution is required if booking under 90 days before 
your team fields). The remainder will be solicited through 
monthly statements or is payable at any time directly 
through your Expedition Coordinator. You can pay major 
credit card (Visa, MasterCard, American Express) or 
certain securities.  

  

 



 
 

EXPEDITION PACKING CHECKLIST 

 
Essential Items 

This Expedition Briefing 
Photocopies of your passport, flight itinerary and credit cards in case the originals are lost or stolen; the 
copies should be packed separately from the original documents 
Passport and/or visa (if necessary) 
Certification of inoculation (if necessary) 

 
Required Items 

Clothing/Footwear for Fieldwork  
Strong, comfortable, well worn in hiking boots/shoes with good tread in mud and good ankle support 
(synthetic materials that easily dry out are preferable to leather); note that volunteers without appropriate 
footwear will not be permitted to conduct fieldwork  
Lightweight, quick-drying, long-sleeved shirts 
At least two pairs of lightweight, quick-drying pants/trousers (nylon or synthetic blend strongly 
recommended)  
Warm sweatshirt for cool evenings (especially for December/January team) 
Gaiters for hiking in the forest  
At least eight pairs of socks (wool or synthetic hiking socks preferred) 
Rain gear (poncho or jacket, pants, and hood or hat ) 
Bandana(s) for neck protection against sun and insects 

 
Clothing/Footwear for Leisure 

One set of clothing to keep clean for end of expedition and time off (e.g. casual summer clothing) 
T-shirts and shorts  
Sandals  
Hat with wide brim for sun protection  
Swimsuit 

 
Field Supplies 

Working gloves, preferably heavy canvas type (very important) 
Small daypack/rucksack to carry personal water, lunch, etc. 
Sandwich box (plastic container)  
At least two large water bottles (you will need to carry your fluids for the day) 
Drybag or plastic sealable baggies (e.g. Ziploc) for protecting equipment such as camera from dust, humidity 
and water 
Sunscreen lotion with SPF 30 or higher  
Mosquito repellent with an active ingredient such as DEET 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Bedding and Bathing  

Lightweight sleeping bag (blankets and pillows are provided by the project) 
Towel (a quick-dry pack towel from a camping store is probably best) 

 
Personal Supplies   

Personal toiletries  
Antibacterial wipes or lotion (good for “washing” hands while in the field) 
Personal First Aid kit (e.g. anti-diarrhea pills, antibiotics, antiseptic, itch-relief, pain reliever, bandages, blister 
covers, etc.) and personal medications 
Sunglasses 

 
Miscellaneous  

Spending money (cash is best) 
Flashlight/Torch or headlamp with extra batteries and extra bulb 
Trash bag for packing up your muddy clothes  

 
Optional Items 

Compass (if you have your own, please bring it) 
Binoculars if you hope to bird-watch 
Travel guide 
Field guide 
Large hip sack/waist pack for equipment 
Earplugs to block out the frog noise at night 
Knee pads for nighttime frog studies 
Books, games, journal, etc. for recreational time 
Books to donate to the project library for other travelers  
Camera, film, extra camera battery, waterproof bag 
Flip-flops for shower 
Pocket knife (remember to pack this in your checked-in luggage, not your carry-on bag) 
Some duct tape (this is always handy, though a whole roll is not necessary) 
Favorite snack food 
Presentation materials: Do you have a hobby or career that you think would be of interest to other 
volunteers? If so, consider giving a presentation. Pictures or PowerPoint presentations can be displayed on 
the project computer. 

 



Before you leave… 
 

 Did you read your ENTIRE Expedition Briefing? 

 Have you paid the entire balance of your contribution for the project? 

 Have you turned in all your forms to Earthwatch (see the Volunteer Forms information page in the 
beginning of your Expedition Briefing)?  

  Is your passport current and have you obtained a visa for your destination country (if necessary)? 

  Have you had all the necessary vaccinations for your project site and obtained all necessary 
 medications? 

  Have you reconfirmed your airline ticket? 

  Do you have enough cash and/or traveler’s checks? 

  Have you made a photocopy of your airline ticket and passport in the event they get lost or 
 stolen? 

 Did you pack some extra clothing in your carry-on bag in case your luggage is lost and takes a 
day or two to catch up with you? 

  Did you pack all prescription medications and bring copies of the prescription? 

  Did you pack extra eyeglasses/contact lenses? 

  Did you pack a small personal first-aid kit? (e.g. bandages, antibacterial ointment, aspirin, anti- 
 diarrhea medication, laxative, moleskin for blisters, sun block, etc.) 

 Do you have everything on your packing list? *Remember to break in new footwear beforehand! 

  Have you brought your level of fitness up to the standards required for your project as stated in 
 the ‘Project Conditions’ section? 

  Did you pack your Expedition Briefing? Bring it with you! It has valuable information pertaining 
 to the project, rendezvous, and contact information. 

  Did you purchase a guidebook for your destination country? 

  Have you purchased travel insurance or emergency evacuation insurance? 

  Have you left the Earthwatch Emergency Hotline number (+1 978 461-0081) with a family 
member or friend? *This is for emergencies ONLY. An Earthwatch staff member is on-call 24 
hours a day, seven days a week.  




