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LIABILITY RELEASE FORM

Earthwatch expeditions are not designed for tourists.  Earthwatch Institute US, Earthwatch Europe, Earthwatch Australia, Earthwatch Japan (collectively referred to as “Earthwatch”) and the Principal Investigator or Scientist (the person responsible for leading the project on site) (each of whom together with Earthwatch shall be collectively referred to as the “Earthwatch Expedition Team”) undertake logistical planning and preparation for the expeditions to tailor them to meet the research needs of Principal Investigators.  The expeditions involve conditions, described below and in the Expedition Briefing, which must be carefully considered before accepting a Volunteer position. 

Most field research projects require travel to remote areas of the world where logistical requirements and local conditions for Volunteers and their gear often involve unconventional modes of transportation, no hotel accommodation, limited or distant emergency and health services and limited or nonexistent local infrastructure or services. Of equal importance, Volunteers will experience one or more of the following: the whole range of climate, terrain and temperature extremes, data gathering, physical work, odd hours, frequent moves, delays, frustrations, surprises and potential hazards.  These potential hazards include (but are not limited to) political instability, transport difficulties and risks such as lack of vehicular safety standards commonly found in developed countries (for example, the absence of seatbelts), and increased incidence and severity of vehicular accidents,  strikes, sickness, quarantine, local regulations, weather conditions, natural disasters, wildlife behaviour and movements and other force majeure. 

Volunteers must accept that any of these factors may cause changes, delays or other effects.  All true expedition work involves a degree of risk and improvisation, which varies from expedition to expedition. 

VOLUNTEER DECLARATION AND ASSENT TO EARTHWATCH POLICIES
I (full name),      
understand the requirements for Earthwatch expeditions.  I have received and read the Expedition Briefing, which describes the risks inherent to the expedition that I am embarking on and understand the risks the Expedition Briefing describes and those described in this Liability Release.  I have read and understand the policies, rights, and responsibilities enumerated in the document entitled Earthwatch Institute Policies and Volunteer Rights and Responsibilities. I accept the policies described in this document as a condition of my membership on an Earthwatch expedition team, I agree to abide by the Earthwatch policies and I accept the consequences described for violations of the policies.  By signing below I agree to participate in the expedition’s activities under the terms and conditions described in this Liability Release.

I accept that the Earthwatch Expedition Team reserves the right to request me to undergo a medical examination by a medical advisor at my own expense and I will give permission for the results to be disclosed to the Earthwatch Expedition Team.  I acknowledge that the Earthwatch Expedition Team may refuse to permit me to join an expedition on the basis of the results or if I refuse to undergo the examination or refuse to provide the results to the Earthwatch Expedition Team.
PLEASE READ CAREFULLY
THIS IS A RELEASE OF LIABILITY AND WAIVER OF LEGAL RIGHTS
I declare that I am in good health, and, in consideration of the Earthwatch Expedition Team accepting me as a Volunteer, I, on behalf of myself, my heirs, executors, successors, and/or assigns: 
1. understand and agree that the Earthwatch Expedition Team only accepts liability to the extent any injury, loss or damage is caused by the Earthwatch Expedition Team’s failure to provide the services with due care and skill and reasonably fit for the purposes for which they are supplied. If 
the Earthwatch Expedition Team does fail to provide the services with due care and skill or reasonably fit for the purposes for which they are supplied, the Earthwatch Expedition Team  limits its liability to refunding any amount paid by the Volunteer to go on the expedition or providing another similar expedition; 
2. release and agree not to sue each of the Earthwatch Expedition Team, their employees, agents, affiliates, scientific staff from and in relation to any and all liabilities they may jointly or severally incur to me, my heirs, executors, administrators, successors and or assigns, in respect of any claim, suit, or cause of action (including negligence), including legal fees and expenses of litigation, on account of any personal injury, loss of health, financial loss or damage to property,  except to the extent that such liability is accepted under paragraph 1 above;
3. indemnify each of the Earthwatch Expedition Team , their employees, agents, affiliates, scientific staff in relation to any and all liabilities they may jointly or severally incur, in respect of any claim, suit, or cause of action (including negligence)  including legal fees and expenses of litigation, on account of any personal injury, loss of health, financial loss or damage to property,  caused or contributed to by me, except to the extent the liability arises under legislation requiring any one or more of the Earthwatch Expedition Team to assume the liability;
4. agree, the Earthwatch Expedition Team  is not responsible or liable for acts or omissions of third parties, including but not limited to cooperating institutions or other Volunteers, (unless legislation operates to make the Earthwatch Expedition Team liable for the actions or omissions of the other Volunteers, in the relevant circumstances).
The jurisdiction and law applicable to any dispute I may have with the Earthwatch Expedition Team is that of Victoria, Australia and I submit to the exclusive jurisdiction of the courts of Victoria, Australia.
	Expedition title

	     

	Volunteer name

	     
	Expedition dates
	     

	Signature of Volunteer
	
	Date  (dd/mm/yy)
	


Laws on drug use in most countries are severe and may carry lengthy imprisonment or death penalties.  I understand and accept that the manufacture, possession, use, purchase and/or sale of illegal drugs or other illegal substances while on an Earthwatch expedition is strictly prohibited.  Prescription drugs may only be purchased and used by the individual indicated on the prescription in keeping with their intended use guidelines.
PERMISSION TO RELEASE YOUR IMAGE

I understand that by participating on an Earthwatch expedition I consent to allowing the Earthwatch Expedition Team to use any photograph/video which might have been taken of me during my expedition in Earthwatch literature, or releasing those photographs/footage to members of the press or other media interested in reporting on my expedition.

The Earthwatch Expedition Team DECLARATION:
The Earthwatch Expedition Team, reserves the right to refuse the services of any Volunteer at any time, and to terminate any work being done by a Volunteer and require the Volunteer to vacate the project site if any of the Earthwatch Expedition Team in his or her absolute discretion considers it appropriate.  In this event, the Volunteer (and his/ her parent/ guardian, if appropriate) will be responsible for arranging any accommodation, travel or other arrangements which may be necessary following the termination of a Volunteer’s involvement in a project, for whatever reason. 






THIS INFORMATION WILL BE STORED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PRIVACY ACT 1988 (Cth) AND SHARED WITH OTHER NECESSARY PARTIES CONNECTED WITH EARTHWATCH INSTITUTE

Earthwatch Institute, 126 Bank Street, South Melbourne, VIC 3205, Australia 

Ph: +61 (0)3 9682 6828 Fax: +61 (0)3 9686 3652                                                    (July 2008)

