
Earthwatch has been supporting the 
project Tidal Forests of Kenya at Gazi, 
near Mombasa, for five years. The research 
team, led by Drs. Mark Huxham, James 
Kairo and Martin Skov, is investigating the 
restoration of mangrove forests in the area. 
This is an important coastal habitat which 
is facing destruction throughout its range. 
Besides providing a refuge for wildlife, 
mangroves are a key source of fuel and 
building materials for many communities, 
and also provide protection against coastal 
erosion. The project staff have established 
a close relationship with the local people 
as they work together to re-establish and 
protect the mangrove forests.

In August 2008, nine conservationists from 
five African countries and one from Sri Lanka 
joined the project. They all had a particular 
interest in the study of mangroves, and 
the team included students, teachers and 
conservation professionals. 

One participant, Sylvanna Antat, a Research 
Officer with the Seychelles Centre for 

Marine Research & Technology – Marine 
Parks Authority, is now using the training 
she received in Kenya in her home country, 
where her organisation is starting its own 
mangrove research: “We can apply the 
data collection techniques used on the 
project, and in this way everyone will learn 
from both the theory and practice in the 
field.” The experience provided some useful 
contacts for Sylvanna: “I have met people 
with whom I can keep in touch so that 
we can share what we do in our jobs, thus 
helping each other to be more effective in 
conservation and management.”

Alfred Ekeno, a science teacher at Waa High 
School, close to the project site, was able 
to gain ideas to benefit his pupils: “I will be 
able to assign different roles in a rotation 
manner as we did in the field, and will 
engage them even in what seems boring, 
as I will strive to make it interesting. The 
‘boring stuff’ in our project ended up being 
most interesting once we understood the 
relevance.” There were also more immediate 

benefits for his students: “I have arranged a 
field excursion to the mangroves, teaching 
the importance of mangroves and the need 
to conserve them.”

The team members were impressed by the 
way in which the Gazi villagers have been 
involved in the protection of their own 
natural environment. The project staff 
have assisted with the establishment of 
an eco-tourism facility, attracting visitors 
to the mangrove forests. This means that 
in addition to sustainably harvesting the 
mangroves, the local people can also raise 
an income from preserving the forest. 
Participant Fodé Lunceny Camara, Director 
of the Nature and Resources Department at 
the National Directorate of the Environment 
in Guinea, is hoping to replicate this 
model of community-led conservation with 
“concerned indigenous communities in 
Guinea”.
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Earthwatch engages people worldwide in scientific field research and education to promote the understanding and 
action necessary for a sustainable environment. Through our programmes and partnerships we:
f engage people from diverse countries, cultures and organisations, inspiring them to take responsibility for the environment
f support objective scientific research which informs decisions on important environmental issues
f educate and motivate people to change their attitudes and behaviour
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This training programme was supported by 
Rio Tinto plc.

Kenya’s Coasts
The team blended exceptionally well. At the end 
of the 10 day experience, they all had one thing 

to say: ‘The most exciting time of my life.’
Dr. James Kairo, Gazi resident and pioneer of 

community involvement in mangrove restoration
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for Asia’s Bats

©
 D

r. 
Ti

gg
a 

Ki
ng

st
on

©
 A

ld
on

a 
Fl

or
ek

South East Asia supports around 
330 species of bat, nearly a third 

of the world’s total, and is therefore a 
crucial area for bat conservation. Many of 

these species are at risk, due largely to recent 
changes in land use, and it is estimated that 
over 130 of them could be extinct by the end 
of this century.

Part of the South East Asian Bat 
Conservation Research Unit’s strategy 
involves building regional capacity in the 
study and conservation of bats. In 2008, 
Earthwatch helped them towards this by 
supporting two teams of young researchers 
from organisations across Asia. The eight 
participants joined lead scientist Dr. Tigga 
Kingston on Malaysian Bat Conservation to 
receive training in a variety of bat monitoring 
techniques. These young scientists, from 
Vietnam, Indonesia, Taiwan, and India, 
spent a month covering all the essentials of 
bat research and outreach techniques. This 
ranged from field-based activities such as 
trapping, releasing and radio-tracking bats 
in the depths of the rainforest, to attending 
a lecture series and conducting an education 
workshop for members of the public in 
Malaysia’s capital, Kuala Lumpur.

The participants identified a number of 
benefits arising from their experiences 
at the project. Rahul Prabhukhanolkar, a 
student at the Bharati Vidyapeeth Institute 
of Environment Education and Research 
in India, said: “We all established a good 
relationship, and will definitely help each 
other in future to study bats.” Taufiq Purna 
Nugraha, a researcher with the Indonesia 
Institute of Scientists, pledged to “train 
several junior researchers in my institution 
with the knowledge I gained from this 
project”.

In addition to technical training and valuable 
new contacts, Tan Tu Vuong, from the 
Institute of Ecology and Biological Research 
in Vietnam, found the project offered 
another important learning opportunity: 
“I had a great chance to work with foreign 
experts to learn the most suitable ways in 

conducting bat conservation activities. I 
have established relationships with regional 
participants for further contacts to enhance 
my knowledge in the study and conservation 
of bats. I also have a great chance to 
improve my English, which is helpful for my 
future career.”

Dr. Kingston was also extremely positive 
about the achievements of the team, 
commenting: “For me it was especially 
rewarding because I know that these young 
scientists will use what they have learned to 
further bat research in their home countries, 
and that’s what capacity building is all 
about!”

This training programme was supported by 
British American Tobacco plc.

Participants on Malaysian Bat Conservation 
prepare equipment for the field.

All ears: a member the Rhinolophus family 
is examined by researchers before being 
released back into the night.
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From the editor. . .

After reaching the milestone in 2007 of 
supporting 1000 conservation professionals 
and students on our projects, Earthwatch has 
continued to build on its success in 2008. In 
the past year, 155 people from Africa, Asia 
and Eastern Europe have joined Earthwatch 
projects, receiving training in scientific field 
research techniques and learning more 
about conservation. This number is higher 
than in any previous year, and we are 
looking forward to doing even better  
next year!

Increasingly, conservationists are able 
to join Earthwatch projects which are 
directly related to their own area of work 
or study. This year, these included a group 
of Asian bat specialists who went on Dr. Tigga 
Kingston’s project Malaysian Bat Conservation, 
while Dr. Mark Huxham’s project Tidal Forests 
of Kenya hosted a team of individuals involved 
in mangrove conservation across Africa. You 
can read more about both of these teams’ 
activities in this latest edition of REACH. As 
well as receiving specific training, participants 
also form important relationships with 
colleagues working in the same field.

We are also pleased to see the launch of 
our new Neville Shulman Awards, which will 
provide funding for young conservationists 
setting up projects in their own countries. This 
is an exciting new venture for Earthwatch, 
and one which will enable us to further 
support conservation scientists in their career 
development.

Many thanks to our scientists and staff who 
have supported the programme this year, 
delivering training to Capacity Building teams 
on their projects in the field. Thanks also to 
the Oxford staff who have worked hard to make 
these programmes possible.

Miranda Gardner  
Capacity Building Programme Officer



The participant 
Johny Rabenantoandro 

joined the Earthwatch project 
Cameroon’s Rain Forest in 
1998, whilst working as a field 
botanist for Missouri Botanic 
Garden (MBG) in Madagascar. 
Nominated and funded by Rio Tinto, he joined 
conservationists from five other African nations. He 
said: “As an African, it’s very important to know the 
continent before trying to discover the rest of the 
world. Earthwatch gave me my first international 
experience, and developed my potential for 
languages, international reporting, and leadership.”

These skills helped Johny through various 
promotions at MBG, and he joined Rio Tinto’s 
biodiversity team in 2003. Rio Tinto is committed 
to achieving a net positive impact on biodiversity 
in their operations, and field scientists are vital 
to this. Johny is now Director of Biodiversity 
Conservation and Rehabilitation for Rio Tinto 
Madagascar, managing a team of 60 and leading on 
biodiversity-related activities. Of their partnership 
with Earthwatch, he says: “We are proud to support 
this programme. It is of enormous benefit to young 
African researchers.”
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Saving
theManatees

West African manatees (Trichechus senegalensis) are listed as ‘vulnerable’ 
on the IUCN Red List, threatened by illegal hunting, accidental by-catch, 
and habitat destruction. Ghana’s Lake Volta is thought to be one of the 
most important habitats for the global conservation of this species, and is 
the location of Earthwatch’s project West African Manatee Conservation. 
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The project scientist
“A very wise person, calm and deep thinking, very 
knowledgeable and willing to share,” says Veronica 
Adjei, 2008 project participant.

Patrick Adjewodah studied wildlife and natural 
resource management at the Kwame Nkrumah 
University of Science and Technology, and has spent 
his career working to protect wildlife. He has worked 
for the Nature Conservation Research Centre (NCRC) 
in Ghana for over 10 years, collaborating closely with 
Earthwatch during this time, including five years 
on the research staff of Earthwatch’s Ghana’s Hippo 
Sanctuary project, and two years jointly leading 
Elephants of the Red Volta.

In 2004, NCRC identified Patrick as ‘a critical 
human resource’ for their research into 
a newly-discovered population of 
white-necked rock fowl (Picathartes 
gymnocephalus). As part of his training, 
he joined the Earthwatch project Saving 

Cameroon’s Rock Fowl as a Capacity 
Building participant in 2005.

Patrick now leads Earthwatch’s 
project Conservation of the 
White-necked Rock Fowl in 

Ghana. He is popular with 
both Capacity Building and 
corporate participants, 
and has been consistently 
rated ‘excellent’ by all 
who have joined his 
team.

The project, run in collaboration with the Nature Conservation Research Centre 
(NCRC), provides conservationists across the region with training in the latest data 
collection techniques for this little-studied species. Since the project began in 2007, 
Earthwatch scientist Professor Patrick Ofori-Danson, from the University of Ghana, 
has led two teams of participants from eight countries. Manatee specialists Caryn 
Self-Sullivan, of Sirenian International, and Lucy Keith, of Wildlife Trust, each joined 
a team as trainer and facilitator, lending their expertise to the initiative.

Training was provided in a wide range of field techniques. Christogonus Uzoma 
Ejimadu, from the Nigerian Conservation Foundation, commented: “I learned a lot 
from the lectures. All of this has enabled me to write a good research proposal.” 

As well as increasing their scientific knowledge, involvement in the project helped 
participants develop other skills. Abdul Jueh Jalloh, an Education Officer with the 
Conservation Society of Sierra Leone, said: “My communication skills, team work and 
confidence increased considerably. I also enjoyed being part of a global network of 
young conservationists.” 

Both teams were lucky enough to observe some of the elusive creatures in their 
natural habitat: “Our last field trip was crowned with a sighting of manatees 
socializing, and we all took the opportunity to stop and watch their movements,” said 
Atilola Olateju Oke, a student at the University of Lagos.

In addition to improving our knowledge about the manatees of Lake Volta, the project 
will increase the capacity of conservationists in West Africa to conduct research of 
their own. “I hope to set up a manatee team in our country, particularly to work with 
students who are interested in manatee conservation,” said Isidore Ayissi, from the 
Cameroon Wildlife Conservation Society. Peace Dziedzom Gbeckor-Kove, a student at 
the University of Ghana, summed up the programme: “It is the beginning of a new 
collaboration between young conservationists and scientists in the sub-region who 
have a great passion for managing wildlife resources on a sustainable basis.”

Demand for places on this training project is high, and we are currently looking 
for funding for additional teams. Please contact Michael Triff, Director of 
Development, mtriff@earthwatch.org.uk, if you or your company would be 
interested in becoming a sponsor.

This training programme was supported by British American Tobacco plc.




